
2019s from Burgundy 
 
It hardly needs saying that we are currently living in difficult times.  The release of the new Burgundy vintage is 
usually the focus of numerous tastings in London and elsewhere at the beginning of January; these are of course 
not possible this year. Our obligations to you as your wine merchant are to do our best to guide you through the 
2019 wines and provide you with as much information as we can so that, in lieu of being able to taste the wines, 
you can make an informed decision as to which wines you would like buy.  As a start to that process, below is a 
report on the 2019 vintage, together with some indications of what to expect.  
 
We will begin to offer our wines from Monday 11th January, and we hope to do this on a daily basis, producer by 
producer.  Where there are reviews they will accompany the offers and where there are not we will be happy to 
provide what guidance we can. Many of you will have followed various producers over the years so you will be 
familiar with their particular styles. 
 

 
 
2019 Vintage Report: 
The winter was mild, with February and March temperatures above average leading to an early bud-break (2 
weeks earlier than in 2018). April’s temperatures were normal for the time of year, although a very hard frost on 
5th April affected the Côte de Beaune, the Côte Chalonnaise and the Maconnais. Further frost scares between 13th 
and 15th April, and also in early May, were not as serious though there was some limited further damage. Poor 
weather in early June slowed the flowering, which had begun on 4th, and caused millerandage (irregular berry size 
and maturity) and some flowers to abort thereby reducing the potential crop. Peak flowering took place between 
12th -15th June. The last week of June saw the first of two heatwaves with temperatures exceeding 40◦C. July 
remained sunny with some localised hail in the Côte de Beaune and Côte Chalonnaise on 7th (minor damage) and 
14th (more damage, particularly around Aloxe Corton). The second heatwave arrived in the third week of July and 
delayed the veraison (colour change of the grapes) so that full colour change was only achieved in late August. 
The hot dry conditions caused vegetation to shut down, especially amongst young vines in drier hillside terroirs. 
This situation was alleviated by decent rainfall in August that set the growing process in motion again. The overall 
consequence of these conditions was greatly reduced yields, particularly for Pinot Noir. The harvest began 
between 11th and 15th September (5 days later in Chablis) - some 90-95 days from flowering (therefore earlier 
than the 100 day rule of thumb) and was conducted in fine weather. 
 

 



Key Characteristics: 
The principal characteristic was the severe lack of rain: over the course of the vintage, rainfall was 30% below 
average while, in the main, sunshine was abundant through the season. It is worth noting that the changing 
climate is resulting in earlier and earlier bud-break which increases the danger of frost damage, and higher 
average temperatures which drain moisture from the soil and lead to stress later in the year. The good news 
however is that, whilst quantities were reduced, the fruit was in great condition as there was no mildew and no 
rot; skins both for Pinot and for Chardonnay were thick and firm. As a consequence of the heatwaves, malic acids 
were very low but pH balances were maintained by the remaining tartaric acid giving the wines surprising 
freshness. 2019 is clearly one of the ripest recent vintages, alongside 2015.  
 

 
 
Below are the conclusions reached by Neal Martin , a prominent critic with whom you will be familiar, and who 
has written in depth on the vintage on the vinous.com site; I believe it to be both accurate and encouraging! 
 
“After tasting so many wines and speaking to so many winemakers with differing viewpoints, it becomes easy to 
get lost in a blizzard of information. The bottom line is that I love the 2019 vintage for both whites and reds, 
however, it is not a faultless vintage. Quality surpasses winemakers’ expectations and sometimes their emotional 
response can lend itself to overlooking shortcomings or the cuvées that lag behind others. It is easy to fall into the 
trap of becoming a cheerleader. I have applied a sober judgement, keeping a rein on my scores for two reasons. 
 
“Firstly, I need to be convinced that 2019 is better than classics like 2005, 2010 or 2015. Maybe it is, though 
scratch behind the effusive praise that shrouds any new vintage and I found that not every winemaker is 
unequivocal that it matches those aforementioned vintages. Burgundy wines tend to “glisten” out of barrel and 
lose a bit of shine after bottling. The challenge will be to capture the magic that transferred from vine to vat, vat 
to barrel, barrel to bottle. A wrong decision at the final hurdle undoes months of hard work. If the 2019s manage 
to retain that clarity and vivacity then these will give enormous pleasure. By then, I hope that a semblance of 
normal life will have returned and we can enjoy a vintage that defied the growing season and bestowed 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and lest we forget, Aligoté, at their full terroir-driven best. Burgundy could easily have 
produced heavy, low acid, smudged and volatile wines. The fact that quality is high and that the 2019 vintage 
will bestow so much drinking pleasure is testament to both vine and winemaker. It remains a magical wine 
region that casts a spell over anyone who visits, including myself.” 
 
Neal Martin – vinous.com December 22nd 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We will be offering wines from the following producers: 
 
Domaine Bize 
Domaine Marc-Antonin Blain 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils 
Pierre Bourée 
Domaine des Clos 
Joseph Drouhin 
Domaine Xavier Durand 
Domaine Faiveley* 
Domaine William Fèvre 
Domaine Fontaine-Gagnard* 
Domaine Gagnard-Delagrange 
Domaine Robert Groffier* 
Domaine Hudelot Noëllat* 
Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant 
Domaine Jean-Marc Millot* 
Domaine Marc Morey 
Domaine Rapet Père et Fils 
Jean Rijckaert 
Domaine Roulot* 
Domaine Marc Roy* 
Etienne Sauzet* 
Domaine Tollot Beaut* 
Domaine Aurélien Verdet 
 
The wines marked with * are offered with limited availability 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any particular wishes and we will do our best to make sure that you 
receive the wines you are after. As you can see there are a small number of prominent producers whose wines 
are limited due to limited production and/or long standing allocations but please don’t be frightened to ask.  
 
 
  



Domaine des Clos 
 

 
Gregoire Bichot 
 
The wines of Domaine des Clos are a perennial favourite.  According to the pre-eminent Burgundy critic  Allen 
Meadows (Burghound) , the 2019s from this small and excellent estate are outstanding.  His notes can be found 
below: 
 
Domaine des Clos is the 6-ha creation of Grégoire Bichot founded in 1995. With respect to the 2019 vintage Bichot 
was characteristically brief, noting only  that "as was the case with 2018, it was definitely hot and exceptionally 
dry which enabled the fruit to attain high levels of ripeness, both in terms of sugars as well as phenolics. We 
had near-perfect harvest conditions and the fruit was for intents and purposes spotless. Quantities were lower 
than what we obtained in 2018 though not catastrophically so. As to the wines, they're wonderfully fresh and 
perhaps my favorite aspect is just how well-balanced they are, which should make them attractive young but 
also enable them to age well." 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Red Wines: 
 
2019 Beaune Rouge 1er Cru Les Grèves, Domaine Les Clos @ £264.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
An earthier nose combines notes of red and blue pinot fruit, violet and soft spice nuances. There is even better 
volume to the intense and caressing yet powerful larger-scaled flavors that exhibit a taut muscularity on the 
stony, youthfully austere and impressively persistent finish. This is excellent and should prove to be very long-
lived. Sweet Spot Outstanding 
91-93 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound Issue #81 January 2021 



 
2019 Beaune 1er Cru Les Avaux, Domaine des Clos @ £219.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
An admirably discreet application of wood sets of exuberantly fresh and markedly ripe aromas of plum, dark 
cherry and a whisper of rose petal that offer a step up in elegance. The medium-bodied flavors are not as dense, 
but they are definitely finer and more succulent while delivering fine length on the delicious finale where the only 
nit is a very mild trace of warmth. Lovely and this should age well. Outstanding 
90-93 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound Issue #81 January 2021 
 
2019 Beaune Vieilles Vignes – 1926 @ £138.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
Pretty aromas of red and black pinot fruit are laced with hints of newly turned earth and subtle spice elements. 
The attractively energetic and quite fresh middle weight flavors possess excellent concentration and a lovely 
mid-palate texture that contrasts somewhat with the mildly rustic but persistent finish. The old vines show and 
while this won't win any awards for refinements, it's quite good. 
88-91 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound Issue #81 January 2021 
 

 
 
2019 Nuits St Georges 1er Cru Les Crots @ £339.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
An ultra-fresh if restrained nose speaks of red cherry, currant and pungent earth that is trimmed in just enough 
wood to notice. The caressing but punchy and delineated medium weight flavors also brim with minerality that 
becomes more apparent as the balanced, youthfully austere and serious finish sits on the palate. This solid 
effort will need at least a few years to unwind. Outstanding 
90-93 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound Issue #81 January 2021 
 
2019 Nuits St Georges Les Charmois, Domaine des Clos @ £165.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
A notably cooler nose also reflects plenty of earth influence as well as a touch of the sauvage on the airy red 
currant and cherry scents. The racy, intense and overtly stony middle weight flavors are not as dense though 
the tannins are quite fine for a Nuits villages on the nicely persistent and complex finale. 
88-90 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound Issue #81 January 2021 
 
2019 Gevrey Chambertin, Domaine des Clos @ £195.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
Hints of the sauvage and newly turned earth suffuse the brooding aromas of red and dark currant. The 
succulent and nicely dense medium-bodied flavors flash touches of rusticity and austerity on the complex and 
sneaky long finale. This moderately firm Gevrey villages is a quality candidate for mid-term aging. 
88-91 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound Issue #81 January 2021 
 
Also available but not reviewed: 
 
2019 Chorey-Les-Beaune Rouge, Domaine des Clos @ £129.00 per case (6x75cl) in bond 
 
 

  



Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant 
Please find listed below our 2019 offering of the wines of Jean-Pierre Maldant.  There are no reviews available 
but as many of you are aware, this domaine has long been a very reliable source of great value wines. 
 

 
Red Wines: 
 

 
 
2019 Bourgogne Pinot Noir, La Chapelle Notre Dame, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £147.00 per 
case (12x75cl) in bond 
 
2019 Chorey Les Beaune Les Beaumonts, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £222.00 per case (12x75cl) 
in bond 
 



 
 
2019 Ladoix Les Chaillots, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £234.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond 
 
2019 Savigny Les Beaune 1er Cru Les Fourneaux, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £297.00 per case 
(12x75cl) in bond 
 

 
 
2019 Corton Maréchaudes Grand Cru, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £324.00 per case (6x75cl) in 
bond 
 
 
White Wines: 
 
2019 Bourgogne Blanc, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £147.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond 
 
2019 Ladoix Blanc, Domaine Jean-Pierre Maldant @ £240.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond 
   



Domaine Aurélien Verdet 
 
Below is a selection of very impressive red Burgundies from one of our favourite producers, Aurélien Verdet.  A 
producer of consistently excellent wines at the more affordable end of the spectrum, he has excelled with his 
2019s. 
 

 
Aurélien Verdet 
 
Red Wines: 
 
2019 Morey St Denis 1er Cru Monts Luisants, Domaine Aurélien Verdet @ £420.00 per case (6x75cl) in 
bond – 17 cases available 
A mentholated top note is present on the overtly floral-suffused aromas of plum, dark raspberry and discreet 
earth wisps. The succulent, delicious and caressing middle weight flavors that exude a refreshing salinity on the 
sappy, firm and well-balanced finale. This is quite attractive and should drink well after only 4 to 6 years of 
cellaring. Worth considering.  
Outstanding 
91-93 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 

 
 
2019 Vosne Romanée, Domaine Aurélien Verdet @ £570.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond – 12 cases 
available 
Spiced aromas of violet, exotic tea and various dark berries are trimmed in subtle wood influence. The succulent, 
round and velvety flavors possess very good intensity before concluding in a firm, austere and mildly tangy finale. 
This moderately firm effort is somewhat awkward today and while it may better harmonize, that's not a given. 
87-90 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 
2019 Gevrey Chambertin, Domaine Aurélien Verdet @ £465.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond – 15 cases 
available  
This too is very fresh with its combination of very earthy plum-suffused aromas that display a hint of the sauvage. 
The delicious and vibrant flavors are rich while retaining good delineation, all wrapped in a youthfully austere, 
moderately firm and lightly rustic finale. This too is quite good for its level. Outstanding 
89-91 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 



 
2019 Morey St Denis, Domaine  Aurélien Verdet @ £465.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond – 10 cases 
available 
Moderate reduction overshadows the fruit at present but there is otherwise good freshness and verve to the 
delicious and nicely delineated medium-bodied flavors that exude equally good minerality on the balanced finale. 
This is a quality Morey villages and worth checking out.  
Outstanding 
89-91 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 
2019 Nuits St Georges, Domaine Aurélien Verdet @ £420.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond – 10 cases 
available 
A very fresh and distinctly earthy nose is comprised by notes of various dark berries and whiffs of leather and 
game. The extremely rich, suave and relatively big-bodied flavors exhibit evident power on the rustic, austere 
and very compact finale. This has the density to successfully evolve but it will need at least a few years first. 
88-91 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 
2019 Marsannay En Champ Perdrix, Domaine Aurélien Verdet @ £300.00 per case (12x75cl) in bond – 
6 cases available 
A notably ripe yet still nicely fresh array combines notes of poached plum and spice with those of violet, warm 
earth and a hint of underbrush. The succulent, round and seductively textured medium weight flavors exude a 
bracing minerality on the balanced and refreshing finish. This is ripe but balanced. 
89-91 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 

 
 
2019 Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits Le Prieuré, Domaine Aurélien Verdet @ £198.00 per case 
(12x75cl) in bond – 17 cases available 
Ripe but agreeably cool aromas of violet, plum and a suggestion of earth precede solidly concentrated and 
delicious middle weight flavors that exude a refreshing salinity on the clean and focused finale. This offers very 
good volume for the Hautes Côtes and as well as depth. Worth considering. 
Outstanding 
86-89 points, Allen Meadows – Burghound #81 January 2021 
 



Domaine Tollot Beaut 
 
We are delighted to offer the 2019 wines from Domaine Tollot Beaut, a producer whose wines we have followed 
since the start of Clarion Wines and which have remained consistently delicious throughout; 2019 is no 
exception.  Quantities of 2019 are considerably smaller than we would like but the quality endures.  Many of you 
have followed these wines as long, if not longer, than we have – and we are very happy to recommend them: 
 
The Tollot-Beaut wines tend to be fruit-forward and relatively opulent, surfeit with flavour, which is exactly what 
some people like, myself included. The 2019s have a sense of brightness and the energy of a small star. Best for 
me is an excellent Aloxe-Corton Les Fournières despite a bit of prenatal gawkiness. There were a couple of 
cuvées that I felt were a little hampered by some high alcohol levels such as the Beaune Clos du Roi, otherwise this 
is a fine set of wines. 
Neal Martin - vinous.com December 2020 
 
“The harvest started on 10 September,” she told me. “We lost between one-third and a quarter of the crop, 
though we are grateful because at least there was not any frost. We didn’t have to make any adjustment 
[acidification] to the wines as the acidity was great for both 2019 and 2020, except for the Beaune Clos du Roi that 
tends to ripen quickly and have low acidity. This year we racked without air for the first time, as we did not want 
to risk oxidation…The 2019 vintage is athletic and the wines have muscle.” 
Nathalie Tollot 

 
 
Red Wines: 
 
16 cases (6x75cl) Bourgogne Rouge, Domaine Tollot-Beaut @ £96.00 per case in bond 
The 2019 Bourgogne Rouge offers bright raspberry coulis and boysenberry on the nose, which is pretty and 
nicely defined. The palate is full of cassis and blueberry fruit, and sweet with touches of blood orange on the 
finish. Drink 2022-2025 
83-85 points, Neal Martin - vinous.com December 2020 
 

 
 
11 cases (6x75cl) Chorey Les Beaune, Domaine Tollot-Beaut @ £120.00 per case in bond 
The 2019 Chorey-lès-Beaune Village, a blend of two sites in the south and north of the appellation, has a pleasant 
raspberry and wild strawberry bouquet, light earthy notes filtering through with time. The palate is medium-
bodied with crunchy red berry fruit, a dash of white pepper and a well-defined finish. Enjoy over the next 5–7 
years. Drink 2022-2030 
84-86 points, Neal Martin – vinous.com December 2020 



 

 
 
35 cases (6x75cl) Chorey Les Beaune Pièce du Chapitre, Domaine Tollot-Beaut @ £129.00 per case in 
bond 
The 2019 Chorey-lès-Beaune Pièce du Chapitre offers brambly black fruit on the nose, tinged with iodine and 
violet. The palate is medium-bodied with crunchy red berry fruit, showing more cohesion than the regular 
Village cru, and a savory finish. Drink 2022-2032 
87-89 points, Neal Martin – vinous.com December 2020 
 
9 cases (6x75cl) Beaune Blanches Fleurs, Domaine Tollot-Beaut @ £180.00 per case in bond 
NO REVIEW TO DATE 
 

 
 
15 cases (6x75cl) Savigny Les Beaune 1er Cru Champ Chevrey, Domaine Tollot-Beaut  @ £180.00 per 
case in bond 
The 2019 Savigny-lès-Beaune Les Champs Chevreys 1er Cru is matured in one-third new oak. It has a pretty 
bouquet of red cherries, raspberry and more mineralité than the Les Lavières. The palate is medium-bodied 
with grippy tannins on the entry. There is a little sharpness toward the finish that just detracts from its finesse. 
Drink 2022-2037 
87-89 points, Neal Martin – vinous.com December 2020 
 

 
 
5 cases (6x75cl) Aloxe Corton, Domaine Tollot-Beaut  @ £180.00 per case in bond 
The 2019 Aloxe-Corton Village has a clean, pure bouquet of small red cherries, red currant and cranberry 
aromas. The palate is well balanced and seems to soak up the 50% new oak, although I just noticed some wood 
tannins jutting out on the finish that will need to be absorbed by the time of bottling. Fine. 
Drink 2021-2027 
86-88 points, Neal Martin – vinous.com December 2020 



 

 
 
15 cases (6x75cl) Aloxe Corton 1er Cru Fournières, Domaine Tollot-Beaut @ £249.00 per case in bond 
The 2019 Aloxe-Corton Les Fournières 1er Cru, matured in 50% new oak like the Les Vercots, has a more opulent 
bouquet of pure blueberry and cassis aromas, becoming increasingly floral in the glass. The palate is medium-
bodied with slightly drier tannins than the Les Vercots and maybe just a bit more rigid on the peppery finish. 
Slightly gawky at the moment, but it is fresh, and I agree with Nathalie Tollot that it may have greater longevity. 
Drink 2023-2048 
90-92 points, Neal Martin – vinous.com December 2020 
 
 
White Wine: 
 

 
 
3 cases (6x75cl) Corton Charlemagne Grand Cru, Domaine Tollot-Beaut @ £600.00 per case in bond     
NO REVIEW TO DATE 
 
2 cases (3x150cl) Corton Charlemagne Grand Cru, Domaine Tollot-Beaut  @ £615.00 per case in bond 
NO REVIEW TO DATE 
 
  



 
Terms & Conditions 
 

1 All prices are quoted per case of 12 bottles (or per case of 6 bottles/6 magnums where stated) In Bond 
and therefore exclude duty (currently £26.78 per 12 bottles) and VAT. 

 
2 The minimum order size is 12 bottles or equivalent. 
 
3 For many of the wines, quantities available are extremely limited.  All wines are offered subject to 

availability, and orders will be taken on a first come first served basis with priority given, where 
possible, to those who purchased last year. 

 
4 Orders with a value of £200 in bond or more will be delivered free of charge to any single UK mainland 

address.  Orders below this value, or orders with multiple deliveries where individual deliveries carry 
a value below £200 in bond, will attract a delivery charge of £15 including VAT. 

 
5 The wines will be shipped during the course of 2021, at which point you may either: 

a) have your wines delivered to your title under bond or 
b) have your wines delivered duty paid. 

 
6 In Bond transfer fees and/or delivery as applicable, and duty and VAT at the prevailing rate on 

clearance from bond, must be settled by cheque, debit card or direct transfer (not credit card please, 
as these charges are passed on at cost) prior to transfer or delivery. 

 
7 In paying an invoice, you accept Clarion Wines Ltd’s Terms and Conditions.  For a full set of our 

Terms & Conditions, and for our Privacy Policy, please call us on 01747 870 001 or visit our 
website: www.clarionwines.co.uk 

 
8 E & O E. 

 

http://www.clarionwines.co.uk

